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Fellowship: The Gathering time helps create an environment of openness utilizing food, ice
breakers, games or introductions, especially if new people are there. When people laugh
together or just hang out, it breaks down walls to vulnerability.

One of the best ways to keep the life group feeling alive and progressing towards the mission
is to keep inviting new people.

Life Drain Alert: Don't let the Gathering time go too long and compromise the rest of the
meeting.

Life Drain Alert: Move intentionally toward having everyone hosting the group if they're at
all able. [Even those in apartments]

Life Drain Alert: Always, Always, keep inviting new people, both believers and nonbelievers.
It makes the vision come alive and the need for multiplying obvious to all.

VISION: Our CONNECTION groups will be life-giving and centered on Jesus.

Here are some the ways the early church experienced life which we can emulate:

« Encourage one another. 1 Thessalonians 5:11

* Work with one another to make disciples. Philippians 1:27

* Help guard one another against sin. Hebrews 3:1

« Edify one another with encouraging words from the Lord and the spiritual gifts he's
given you. 1 Corinthians 14:3,31

* Worship with one another and be in the Word together. Colossians 3:16

* Help one another persist in the mission of the church. Hebrews 10:24

* Welcome one another and others into fellowship. 1 Peter 4:9

* Bear with one another. Colossians 3:13

* Raise up leaders who can lead others in this. 2 Timothy 2:2

Life Drain Alert: Type A leaders often talk too much. Type B leaders often do not set the
stage well enough.

Our CONNECTION Group can do this in three effective ways:

1. Inviting People

2. Adapting our group to love whomever God brings

3. Being willing to release one another for the sake of loving more people

DINNER FELLOWSHIPS

The Gathering time helps create an environment of openness utilizing food, ice
breakers, games or introductions, especially if new people are there. When people
laugh together or just hang out, it breaks down walls to vulnerability.

+ What was your High point of the week?
« What was your Low point of the week?

One of the best ways to keep the life group feeling alive and progressing towards
the missionis to keep inviting new people.

VISION

Acts 2:42-47
Is the constitution of the church, describing what it should look like and experience.

Reading this at the beginning of the meeting, or one of the other verses below helps
reinforce our vision together.

Acts 2:42-47 9 (NIV)

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. [43] Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by
the apostles. [44] All the believers were together and had everything in common. [45] They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. [46] Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, [47] praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.

[Feel free to be creative. Use a YouTube video or a song that conveys the mission of the church.]

VISION

Here are some other passages which describe the vision of the church:

John 17:22-23 Matthew 28:18-20 Ephesians 1:11-12
Ephesians 3:10-11 Ephesians 2:19-22 Matthew 5:13-16
Ephesians 4:11-16 1 Corinthians 14:26-27 Hebrews 10:22-25
Colossians 3:13-16 Mark 1:17 Acts 1:8

Romans 12:1-6 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

WORSHIP

Pre-worship

Here are some ways to set the stage for meaningful worship:

1. Be still and wait: prior to worship, be still and wait on the Lord together and pray for more of
His power and love to be revealed.

2. Read a Psalm together: let it inform your praise

3. Picture Jesus: using a scripture that gives imagery to Jesus (Ex: Ps. 23- Good Shepherd, Rev.
1:12-20 Jesus), share it with your group and have them picture Jesus the way he is described
in scripture while singing, acknowledging his attributes, and having fellowship with the Holy
Spirit during songs.

During Worship

1. Ministry during worship: prior to worship have the group be still and ask the Lord for
something encouraging to share with someone in the group. During worship, encourage the
group to go to a person and pray for them or share something encouraging with them.

2. Periodically engage in worship through communion together.

WORSHIP

Practicals for leading the worship time:
* The source of music can be an instrumentalist, YouTube worship videos, an iPhone or CD.
* Multiple sources of music open up the door for non-instrumentalists to lead.

Here are good tips for worship:

* Song selection: choose 3-4 songs, most of which are familiar. Start with upbeat tempos and
progress to more slower paced songs.

« Start standing: this is what we do during CELEBRATION and is a good way to get people
engaged ... especially after a meal.

* Higher volume: set the volume loud enough so that people don't feel self conscious about

* singing in a small group.

* Prayer or scripture between songs: prior to worship ask the group to ask the Lord to bring to
mind a scripture to read in between the songs. Don't stop the music, but turn the volume
down some, giving people room to share or pray. Pray to conclude Worship Time.

THE CORE

THE CORE is the part of the CONNECTION group meeting where people interact with
each other, the Word, and the Spirit (worship can also be a place where this happens.)

The three ways described are basic ways the church has been utilizing since the New
Testament. Each way is like a recipe for a life-giving experience made with the
ingredients of the Word of God, the Spirit of God, and the people of God.

Invite the Holy Spirit to lead. We want to go beyond an intellectual discussion, so we
invite the Holy Spirit in at the beginning, through prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide our
thoughts. Give Him permission to speak; tell him were eager to know His will as we read
and discuss His Word.

Let Scripture speak. After prayer, give everyone in the group time to read the passage
twice through silently. Don't read it aloud, people don't assimilate it as well.

THE CORE
Here are some potential Scripture passages by Topic:

Forgiveness - Matthew 6:14-15; Ephesian 4:31-32; Matthew 6:9-15; Colossians 1:13-14
Friendship - Proverbs 22:24-25; Proverbs 14:4-6; Colossians 3:12-14; John 15:12-15

Grace - Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:24;

Gratitude - Colossians 3:15-20; Psalms 100:1-5; Luke 17:11-19

Hope - Psalm 3:1-6; Luke 18:35-43; 1 Corinthians 15:54-58; 1 Peter 1:3-6

Love - 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; 1 John 4:18-19; 1 John 3:16-18; Matthew 22:27-29;

Deuteronomy 10:12-19; Song of Songs 8:4-8; Matthew 23:6-8;

Marriage - Ephesians 5:22-29; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; Proverbs 5:15-19; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Sin - Galatians 5:19-21; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:16-17

Trust - Jeremiah 29:11-14; Philippians 4:6-7; Psalms 31:14-15; Proverbs 3:1-35; Isaiah 26:3-4

DISCUSSION

Let Scripture speak. After prayer, Discuss questions like these:

1. What stuck out to you this time through? Every time we read the Bible, God will be
reminding us of things we've forgotten or showing us things we haven't seen before.

2. Do these verses raise any questions as you read them?
3. Where do we see Jesus in these verses?

4. |s the Spirit leading you towards any place of action in obedience to this text?
Will you tell anyone about these verses?

5. Why do you think God put these verses in the Bible?
6. What does this passage tell you about God and what's important to Him?

7. What does this passage tell you about people and what's important to them?

PRAYER

Break into GROUPS of 2-3 (same gender or families) around the home:

Reflection: Learning to Hear God.

Sometimes we don't how God speaks or what the experience is like. When we wait on
Him, asking Him for wisdom, He often brings to mind a picture or thoughts like these
below. These are some of the ways He may want us to respond:

1. Identify a lie and embrace a truth.
2. Do something or stop doing something.
3. Love or forgive someone.

Share: What are you hearing from God? Share with the group how you sense the
Lord wanting you personally to respond to his Word and the Holy Spirit.

1. How's your walk or time with Jesus?
2. Where are struggling to be like Jesus?
3. Who are you loving for Jesus' sake?

PRAYER

Break into GROUPS of 2-3 (same gender or families) around the home:

PRAYER: Ministering to one another in prayer is powerful. Spend a few minutes
praying for one another (maybe each person prays for the person on his/her left?).
Pray encouragement, agreement with the Lord’s convictions, and thanking God for
His power to take a step of Faith.

End this time by ministering in prayer to one another. Encourage the people in the
small groups to check in with one another during the week about something they
shared. This is where we experience the life-giving blessing to carry on another’s
burdens.



